
 
 
 
Welcome to AP Literature! This course will prepare you for the demands of college; 
more importantly, it will expose you to outstanding literature and hone your critical 
thinking and analytical writing skills. Over the course of the academic year, we will be 
reading and writing at a rapid pace. Therefore, these assignments are designed to keep 
you actively in practice as readers and writers over the summer months. 
 
***All summer reading assignments are due on the first day of class in August. 
 
Assignment #1: Read “How to Mark a Book” (Mortimer Adler, Ph.D.). 
 
Dr. Adler’s essay is posted on the “English and AP Reading Assignments” link on the 
Wooster High School web page; you can also access it at 
http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm. Formally, we call marking a book 
“annotation.” Understand that there is no one, correct formal method for annotating; 
instead, marking a text is rather personal and unique to each individual. It is important 
that you create a system that works well for you. Consider Adler’s suggestions as you 
develop your personal book-marking system. However you decide to do it, marking your 
books is not a recommendation… it is required for AP English Literature.  
 
During the first week of class, while you are completing an in-class assignment, I will 
collect your summer reading books and scan them for evidence that you have indeed 
marked them. One of the first grades you receive for the course will be for annotating 
your summer reading texts. See the attached annotation rubric. 
 
 
Assignment #2: Read and annotate How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Thomas 
C. Foster). 
 
Do this before tackling A Prayer for Owen Meany. Foster knows “how to read literature 
like a professor” because he is a professor of English at the University of Michigan. In a 
very informal style, he focuses on literary basics: themes, symbols, literary models, 
narrative devices, etc. Some of what you read will be familiar to you; some of it will be 
new and food for thought as you read your summer novel. Expect an assessment when 
you return to school in August. 

The ideas and strategies in this book will aid you in your reading all year long, so I 
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encourage you to buy your own new or used copy. This way, you can mark the book to 
your heart’s content. ***Important Note: Make sure you read the correct book! Foster 
also wrote a book called How to Read a Novel Like a Professor, so make sure you do 
NOT read that one by mistake. 

Assignment #3: Read and annotate A Prayer for Owen Meany (John Irving). 
 
“I feel that I an a very life-affirming person. I mean, of course, I believe in blackness, you 
would be an idiot not to, you see it everywhere; but at the same time, I believe that 
literature is a sign of life, not a sign of death. If a novel doesn’t say something about 
human value, there isn’t any worth to it.” 
 ~John Irving, “An Interview with John Irving,” New England Review I (1979) 
 
A Prayer for Owen Meany will be the first novel we study upon return to school in 
August. As you read, annotate and take appropriate notes of ideas and questions that 
occur to you. Make connections to the literary elements discussed in How to Read 
Literature Like a Professor. Keep track of characters, recurring ideas, passages you love, 
examples of rhetorical strategies (details, diction, syntax, tone, point of view, imagery), 
and passages that you sense are significant in some way. They may be odd, thought 
provoking, or crucial to the plot. Every underlined, highlighted, circled or noted word or 
passage must have an accompanying notation in the margin, commenting on its 
significance, identifying why you have marked it, or posing a thoughtful question. Your 
“conversation” with the text will become the starting point for many conversations with 
your class.  
 
Pay careful attention to the following list of “topics to track” as you read the novel: 

• Arms and Armlessness 
• Biblical Allusions (St. Joseph, the Virgin Mary, Mary Magdalene, etc.) 
• Literary Allusions (Julius Caesar, A Christmas Carol, Tess, etc.) 
• Historical Allusions (Iran Contra Scandal, Ronald Reagan, Gary Hart, etc.) 
• The Search for the Father 
• Faith, Fate, and Predestination 
• Humor 
• Foreshadowing and Narrative Technique 
• American History: 1959-1989 
• Owen as Jesus 

 
Assignment #4: A Prayer for Owen Meany Written Response  
 
PART I: Find out all you can about a particular historical reference listed below 
and think about why it is important in A Prayer for Owen Meany. Write a 400-word 
explanation of the reference you have chosen and how it contributes to the work as a 
whole. Incorporate references to the allusion found in the novel into your writing 
smoothly and accurately. You will share your findings with the class as a launch point for 
our discussion.  



Historical/Pop Culture Allusions to Research: 
• Oliver North 
• Ronald Reagan – Iran Contra Scandal 
• Robert McNamara and Project 100,000 
• Jack Kerouac 
• Allen Ginsberg 
• Gary Hart 
• Richard Nixon 
• Liberace 
• Frank Sinatra 
• Star Wars Missile Defense 
• 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty 
• Abbie Hoffman 
• Lyndon B. Johnson 
• Marilyn Monroe 
• Tonkin Gulf Resolution 
• Ngo Dinh Diem 
• March on the Pentagon October 21, 1967 

 
PART II: Reflect on your reading and your annotations. Write a 400-word journal 
entry that explores one of the following topics: 
 

• Do you recognize a pattern – overlapping images, repetitions of ideas, details, 
colors that make a connection? 

• Did your expectations about this story change at any point? Is the story about 
something different than what you originally thought? 

• Did you see something that puzzles or confuses you? How did you interpret it? 
• Do you agree or disagree with an observation by the narrator or with a character’s 

action? 
• Which circumstances or issues are especially relevant to your life or the lives of 

others? 
 
PART III: In no more than 300 words, tell me a little about yourself and what 
makes you unique. Why did you elect to take AP Literature? What do you hope to gain 
from the course? What do you anticipate AP Literature will entail? What types of works 
do you most enjoy reading and why? What is one work you have read that has had an 
impact on your life? How has this book affected you? 
 
Please type all parts of your written response, using double spacing, 12-point Times New 
Roman font, and one-inch margins on all sides. 
 
*You may contact me at wstr_jcoppola@woostercityschools.org with any questions 
over the summer reading assignments. Happy reading! 
 
 



Annotation Rubric 
 
Excellent 

• Text	  is	  saturated	  with	  marks	  and	  marginal	  comments.	  
• Text	  is	  thoroughly	  annotated	  with	  questions,	  predictions,	  observations,	  &	  

reflections	  on	  the	  CONTENT	  as	  well	  as	  the	  WRITING.	  
• Comments	  reflect	  high-‐level	  analysis	  &	  interpretation	  –	  thinking	  beyond	  the	  

surface	  level	  of	  the	  text.	  
• Literary	  devices	  are	  correctly	  identified	  (i.e.	  –	  symbols,	  allusions,	  

foreshadowing,	  etc.).	  
• Elements	  of	  style/voice	  (i.e.	  –	  diction,	  details,	  syntax,	  tone,	  etc.)	  and	  their	  

effects	  on	  the	  work	  as	  a	  whole	  are	  correctly	  identified.	  	  
• Entire	  novel	  is	  marked	  with	  no	  major	  lapses.	  
• Unfamiliar	  words	  are	  marked	  &	  definitions	  provided	  (15	  or	  more).	  

 
Proficient 

• Many	  marks	  and	  marginal	  comments	  are	  present.	  
• Text	  is	  somewhat	  annotated	  with	  questions,	  predictions,	  observations,	  &	  

reflections	  on	  the	  CONTENT	  as	  well	  as	  the	  WRITING.	  
• Comments	  demonstrate	  an	  attempt	  at	  analysis	  and/or	  interpretation.	  
• Notes	  demonstrate	  an	  attempt	  to	  identify	  literary	  devices	  and	  stylistic	  

elements.	  
• Some	  sections	  lack	  annotation.	  
• Fewer	  than	  15	  (but	  more	  than	  10)	  unfamiliar	  words	  are	  marked	  &	  

definitions	  provided.	  
 
Lacks Quality 

• Marks	  and	  marginal	  comments	  are	  sparse.	  
• Comments	  do	  not	  demonstrate	  an	  attempt	  at	  analysis	  and/or	  interpretation,	  

or	  attempts	  are	  incorrect.	  
• Little	  thought	  is	  evident	  or	  limited	  to	  surface	  observations.	  
• Notes	  demonstrate	  no	  attempt	  to	  identify	  literary	  devices	  and	  stylistic	  

elements,	  or	  attempts	  are	  incorrect.	  
• Major	  lapses	  in	  annotations	  exist.	  
• Fewer	  than	  10	  unfamiliar	  words	  are	  marked	  &	  definitions	  provided.	  

	  
Annotation	  
Rubric	  

Number	  &	  
Consistent	  
Frequency	  of	  
Annotations	  

Reading	  
Comprehension	  
Strategies	  
Employed	  

Literary	  
Analysis	  &	  
Interpretation	  

Vocabulary	  

Excellent	  10	   	   	   	   	  
Proficient	  7-‐9	   	   	   	   	  
Limited	  0-‐6	   	   	   	   	  
Total	  _________/40	   	   	   	   	  
 


